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Abstract  

An experimental study on the semantic structure of the Japanese verb “dasu” 
MORIYAMA, Shin (Ochanomizu University) 

This paper is an experimental study on the semantic structure of the Japanese verb “dasu”, which 

is one of the most basic and polysemous word, to develop a Japanese language dictionary for the 

Japanese learners and teachers, using “multi dimensional scaling”.  

    The results are shown below:  

1)    Certification of the prototype was similar to that of the “Daijirin” dictionary. This should be 

because “Daijirin” focuses on frequency of the use and meanings are arranged in order, from the one 

most used.  

2)    How to categorize the meanings of the word showed significant differences with the way of 

“Daijirin”. This might be because the meanings are divided by introspections of few professionals in 

“Daijirin”. 

As was done in this study, using experimental method to determine the prototype meaning or the 

semantic structure, we can expect to clarify the polysemous structure of “dasu” objectively, to reconsider 

the description of dictionaries using introspective method, and furthermore, to contribute the dictionary 

description which learners can understand easily.  
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