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< abstract >
A study for establishing methods of analyzing the semantic structure of basic polysemous verbs
for the development of Japanese learners' dictionary:

Focusing on the introspective method

This paper aims to establish concrete methods of analyzing the semantic structure of basic polysemous
verbs, by dealing with six Japanese verbs, KIRU (=to cut), UTSU (= to hit), HIKU (=to pull), MIRU (=to
see), AGARU (= to go up), and SAGARU (=to go down). It is important but is difficult to learn the basic
polysemous words in acquiring a second language.

Needless to say, vocabulary is a significant factor to learn a language, however, language teachers tends
to leave vocabulary learning to learners' self-studying. As a result, learners have to rely on their dictionary,
but how to describe the meanings of words tends to be left to authors' introspection. Consequently, how to
divide each word's meanings and how to describe them are different according to the dictionary used. This
fact may confuse learners, who do not have enough ability to comprehend the meanings as reliably as native
speakers do.

Recently, several studies have appeared from a cognitive linguistics viewpoint, which show the
semantic structure of each word. The structure explicitly indicates not only the relationship between the
meanings of a word, but also the motivations of meaning extensions. These endeavors may reduce learners'
burden to learn the various meanings of polysemous words. However, they also rely on the authors'
introspection, and in consequence, the differences in description of words' meanings between dictionaries
still remain. There are also several studies which use the psychological experimental method to explore the
semantic structure of a word, where considerable numbers of the native participants are asked to divide the
sentences in which a word is used with various meanings, and then the results are analyzed with cluster
analysis. However, this experimental method has also indicated some weaknesses. For example, the
analyses, which were done by non-expert participants, lack in accuracy even though they are coming from
native speakers.

Therefore, both the introspective and the psychological experimental method need to complete each
other to complement respective faults. Consequently, the introspective method also needs to be improved in
accuracy. Moriyama (2016a) indicates that the extensions of meanings are various by word, and that an
appropriate method should be chosen in accordance with how the word's meanings are extended. This study
will, at first, review the studies which explored the semantic structure of the verbs mentioned above, and then

discuss and propose the concrete methods to improve the introspective method of semantic structure of verbs.





