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Influences of the inclusion of the Japanese language as a college entrance

examination subject in Korea

MORIYAMA Shin

In 2001, the Korean government introduced "second foreign languages" as
new subjects in their national college entrance examination. Their primary
focus is on communication rather than linguistic knowledge, to the extent
that questions addressing communicative skills accounted for as much as 60%
of the entire questions. Moreover, three questions addressed cultural

knowledge, which accounted for 10%.

Apparently, this inclusion of "second foreign languages" in college
entrance examination will make these subjects more important at Korean high
schools. Also, communicative skills and cultural understanding will be

given higher priority in high school classrooms.

14



