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< Abstract>

The Acquisition Process of Japanese Case Particle DE as a Second Language
: Cognitive Linguistics Perspective

MORIYAMA, Shin

Ochanomizu University

The purpose of the study is to show that the acquisition process of the various meanings of the Japanese case
particle DE as a second language. Furthermore, the relation between the semantic structure centering on the
prototypical usage and its acquisition based on the standpoint of cognitive linguistics was discussed.

The following findings were observed.

1. The acquisition order shifts from “place > instrument > manner > cause > time”. This order is universal
regardless of learners’ first language.
2. In each usage, the acquisition process moves from very concrete and objective usages to abstract and
subjective ones.
As for the usage of place, it originates from “concrete place > abstract place, range, limitation > agent”.
Regard to the usage of instrument, it derives from “means, instrument > material, medium, composition".
Regarding the usage of cause, it shifts from "cause > reason, ground, purpose".
As for the usage of time, which is used less, the usage of "period" and "fixed time” are revealed later on.

NS kW

Regarding the usage of manner, "manner of agent" is revealed first, then, it shifts to "manner of patient”,
"manner of action or event".

These results clearly support the view of cognitive linguistics. It claims that the acquisition progresses
spread out from the prototypical usage to the extensive ones, from very concrete and objective usages to more
abstract, subjective, or metaphorical ones. Besides this, it derives from more prominent to less prominent

ones.
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