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< Abstract>

A tentative on Japanese language education from the applied cognitive linguistic approach

MORIYAMA,Shin

Ochanomizu University

In this paper I demonstrated the language typological-feature with regard to the Japanese
“perspective” using a cognitive linguistics viewpoint.

Moreover, I presented methods which easily explained the use of expressions such as inflection
with which voice and viewpoints are concerned; for example, transfer, “go/come”, and passive
expressions.

As the precedence researches which dealt with a viewpoint, there are Oe (1975), Kuno (1978),
etc. Furthermore, a series of research conducted by Morita clarified the typological feature within
the Japanese language, characterized by egocentric viewpoints.

However, his research was not able to be expansively associated with the research of Oe and
Kuno. On the other hand, cognitive linguistics admits that language is deeply associated with man's
cognitive ability. It accepts the importance of perspective and it shows that expressions within
language have deep relationships with perspective.

In this paper I united the viewpoint and cognitive subjectivity, which went unnoticed until now,
using cognitive linguistics viewpoints and starting from Ikegami's (2000) theory regarding the
Japanese language.

This has demonstrated teaching methods which easily express alternative learning styles to
non-native students learning Japanese. Furthermore, cognitive linguistics also emphasizes items
such as meaning and category with relation to human beings. Additionally, cognitive linguistics has
a categorical view which emphasizes that things that share similarities in meaning should be
categorized into a group; thus things which do not share similarities in meaning should not be
categorized into a group.

This viewpoint expresses more coherently in understanding questions which arise in Japanese
such as, “Why does Japanese have two verbs ‘ageru’ and ‘kureru’ whereas English uses a single verb
‘give’?” Or, “why does the verb ‘iku (go)'when used in Japanese share similar positioning during
situational events such as the verb ‘come’ in English?”

My explanations introduced in this paper are used in various teaching materials used by
Japanese educators and are beginning to be utilized within the Japanese educational language
programs.

Thus, viewpoints of cognitive linguistics can also contribute to applied cognitive linguistics,
especially within Japanese educational language programs.

However, as Morita (2002) expressed, there seems to be many more Japanese expressions
demonstrating a subjective perspective. In the future, I will extend the range of my research to
include items which are largely treated in Japanese educational language programs. My desire is
that these results will be utilized within the various teaching methods and development of

Japanese teaching materials.





