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<abstract>

Relations between acquisition and input frequency

of Japanese negative forms in verbs and adjectives

MORIYAMA, Shin (Ochanomizu University)
NAIDAN, Bayarmaa (Ochanomizu University)

Recently, the effectiveness of the ‘usage-based model’ by Langacker has been recognized by
Tomasello (with his explanation of acquisition of one’s first language). This model shows the
significance of usage frequency in the acquisition and the fact that frequency can be divided into two
types: ‘token frequency’ and ‘type frequency’. The former, fixes expressions as a chunk in the cognition
(a cognitive process) and the latter, as a productive schema. In this way, it is possible to see that usage
frequency explains grammar and vocabulary, which are regarded as components of linguistic knowledge.

By distinguishing such types of frequencies and examining the acquisition of Japanese language as
a second language, this paper explores differences in the acquisition process of negative forms of verbs
and adjectives.
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