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<Abstract>

Description of the semantic network of an adjective for learners’ dictionary
-An example of chiisai (small)-

Shingo IMAI (Yamaguchi University)
Shin MORIYAMA (Ochanomizu University)
Yohey ARAKAWA (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

We discuss the characteristics of a Japanese learner’s dictionary, which we are presently developing by using
an approach on the basis of the Cognitive Linguistics. The characteristics of this dictionary are as follows. It
focuses on basic words. The target readers of the dictionary are intermediate to advanced learners of
Japanese. The main purpose of using the dictionary is not to find the meanings of words but to understand
the polysemy and semantic expansions of each word. For this purpose, the dictionary does not merely make a
list of meanings of words as in the case of most Japanese-Japanese dictionaries but sheds light on the relation
of meanings and the whole image of meanings, namely the semantic network structure. We show the
mechanism and motivations of the semantic extensions (derivations) from a central meaning (basic meaning).
Semantic extensions are motivated by a metaphor, a metonymy, and a synecdoche. We visualize the
mechanism of polysemous extensions from the central meaning (prototype), by using arrows and other
notations. In addition, we utilize images to facilitate the understanding of readers. Related words are also
explained. In this paper, we take up an example of adjectives, which have been less studies in the cognitive
linguistic researches compared to verbs and nouns.
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