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An Analysis of the International Student Forum as Education
for Intercultural Citizenship: From the RFCDC Perspective

This paper focuses on the eighth International Student Forum, which covered harmonious
coexistence within East Asia, and confirms whether or not the forum provided participants with
a kind of intercultural citizenship education from the perspective of the Reference Framework of
Competence for Democratic Culture (RFCDC),

First, the paper clarified which Competences for Democratic Culture (CDC) could be utilized
and fostered in the context of the forum (Research Question 1). Secondly, using reports submitted
by the participants from Japan, the efficacy of the forum as intercultural citizenship education
was discussed (Research Question 2).

As a result, the forum was considered efficient for the participating students to practice CDC.
Besides, they effectively used 20 CDCs at the forum. This shows that the forum did provide the
students with an education for intercultural citizenship.

As previously mentioned, the forum addressed the harmonious coexistence of East Asia, and
the participants tackled various historical and political conflicts that still exist between the
countries in the area. Even though they are considerably difficult issues for students to solve,
they successfully produced great results. This was because motivated students from all over the
world gathered to resolve these big issues, and also because of the atmosphere of the forum
being cooperative enough to deal with difficult problems. They could possess a sense of self-
efficacy and realize that they might be able to overcome these obstacles by themselves with the
cooperative partners they met from around the world.
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